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REVEREND MIKE LOUIA 
Senior Pastor 

(prmike@firstlutheranec.org) 

Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, 
a path in the mighty waters, 17 who brings out chariot 
and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they 
cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a 
wick:  18 Do not remember the former things, or con-
sider the things of old.  19 I am about to do a new 
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I 
will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the 
desert. (Isaiah 43:16-19, NRSV) 

 

“Living in God’s New Thing” was the title of my remarks at our most recent annual congregational meeting. Using 
Isaiah’s words to God’s people living in exile, words that harken back to God’s saving work in the past at the Red 
Sea, as the foundation of my comments, we were all reminded that it is at the very core of God’s being to be about 
bringing about a new thing. 

2019 marks the beginning of the next season of God’s ministry in God’s community we know as First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. To be sure it will be a time of exchanging new “hellos” as we greet new disciples called into 
God’s community in this place, as we discern and greet a new associate pastor to serve alongside us, and as we 
venture out to meet neighbors we have yet to encounter. 

2019 will surely be a time when God’s making-new work will transform the way we respond as God’s hands and 
feet in the world as we anticipate future growth in our Wednesday Midweek Worship service, as Beloved Communi-
ty begins to meet on a weekly basis, as Faith Finders continues to connect generations in faith-forming ministry, as 
we further develop our partnerships with Dunloggin Middle and Veteran’s Elementary Schools, as we meet in small 
group bible studies, as we feed the hungry, as we sing praises when worshipping together, and as God’s congrega-
tion here continues to intentionally live into God’s mission in this place: welcoming, growing and sharing in God’s 
grace. 

And as sure as 2019 will be a time when God’s making-new work continues in our lives, the one thing that won’t 
change is the hope that we have grounded in our own story of redemption.   

As God broke into the world in Jesus, our story of redemption begins. In Jesus, God’s light enters the world, shines 
in a way that darkness, even the darkness of sin and death, cannot overcome it.   

During this extended season of Epiphany, a time in the church year when we celebrate this in-breaking manifesta-
tion of the redeeming light of Christ, my prayer is that we all can spend time giving thanks for God’s light in our 
lives, even as God’s Holy Spirit guides us forward “Living in God’s New Thing.” 

See you Sunday, 

 

Pastor Mike 

 
 

Image courtesy of: https://activechristianity.org/living-faith-become-new-creation 
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REVEREND GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT 
Pastor 

(ggrant@firstlutheranec.org) 

Moving Forward 
Dear Beloved First Lutheran Family, 
 
As I write my last article for the Messenger, my heart is filled with gratitude for having known you and served as 
your pastor.  In the past few weeks, you have shown me how much I meant to you through meals together, sur-
prise mini-retirement parties, gifts, and meaningful conversations. I feel so loved! I will miss you!  
  
The painting below by a former member, Bill Sachs, captured my attention today. The three buildings show the 
three worship spaces that First Lutheran has had in the past 143 years.  The building in the far distance was the 
very first worship space on Church Road off Main Street Ellicott City. It was a two-story frame building, 40 x 60 feet 
with the two stories connected by an outside doorway. The cost was $3,500! Founded by 25 charter members of 
German heritage, the congregation was named First German Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of Ellicott City!   
 
Eighty-one years later, the congregation outgrew their church building and moved to a new worship space (which is 
now the Fellowship Center) on Chatham Road. The total construction was $203,499.80. The membership was 355. 
The Fellowship Center is sacred space for many of our long-time members who hold memories of many significant 
events in this place – baptisms, confirmation, weddings, funerals and fellowship events.  Deep relationships were 
forged during that time.  
 
Thirty-one years later, the congregation outgrew the space once again and in 1987, built the current beautiful wor-
ship space in 1987 where we gather on Sunday mornings. In the total span of the congregation’s lifetime of 143 
years, through many changes and challenges, through the leadership of many pastors who have come and gone, 
God has been a constant moving force in the lives of God’s people. While we may resist change, the nature of 
God’s Spirit is movement.  
 
As I wrote in my letter announcing my retirement in July, “beyond the grief of parting, God beckons us to new be-
ginnings. Even as we thank God for being with us in the past and here now in the present, God calls us into the 
future - to which God prepares for us to enter richly blessed!” The future may not be what we expect, yet, if we are 
living God’s dream, it could be even better than we ever imagined. 
 
I bet the first 25 members on Church Road never imagined that God would call a Filipino woman to be a pastor in 
the congregation 127 years later! Determined to preserve their German heritage at that time, I wonder what they 
would think if they knew that their congregation would be home to people of diverse cultures through Beloved Com-
munity. The Spirit of God is certainly alive and active among us. It is good to be reminded that this is Christ’s 
church, not yours or mine, and we are here to follow Him. May you continue to be open to how the Spirit moves 
and uses you to prepare the way for generations to come. 
 

 

 
 

 



DR. WAYNE L. WOLD 
Director of Music Ministry 

(wayne@firstlutheranec.org) 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
vainly with gifts would his favor secure; 
richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.     

(Reginald Heber, ELW 303) 
 

We always acknowledge the Epiphany of Our Lord—that event where the wise visitors from the East, guided by the 
great star, arrived at their place of pilgrimage to see the holy child and then offered their costly gifts and worship—or 
at least we wrap that part of the story into the Christmas season. But 2019 is one of those special years when Janu-
ary 6 lands on a Sunday, so we get to celebrate the Festival of the Epiphany on its very own day. Come and be a part 
of the celebration as we, too, praise and worship God-among-us and offer our gifts that include both costly treasures 
and, as Bishop Heber wrote in the hymn quoted above, our heart’s adoration and our prayers. 

Many thanks to all the singers, ringers, soloists, and instrumentalists who gave so much of themselves to rehearse 
and lead worship at our Advent Evening Prayer services, our Advent/Christmas Concert and Carol-Sing, our Advent 
Sunday worship, and our Christmas Eve/Day services. Your gifts are indeed an offering to the community and to our 
God.  

We continue to welcome many folks from the community by hosting concerts in our beautiful and resonant worship 
space. On Sunday, January 13, the Howard County Concert Orchestra will return for a 7 p.m. concert 
(www.howardcountyconcertorchestra.org). Tickets are available in advance through their website or at the door. And 
all are invited to attend my faculty organ recital in the chapel at Hood College in Frederick on Sunday, January 27, at 
3 p.m. Free admission. 

How about those New Year’s resolutions? The ones to be more active in the church? Choir is a wonderful way to re-
spond to your baptism, to interact with others, to praise God, to proclaim the Word, and to develop your own talents. 
All of our music ensembles are open to new members: 

 Jubilate Handbells—Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.| Sanctuary, Contact: Jenne Burnham (fenris1954@yahoo.com)     
Children’s Choir—Sundays at 9:00 a.m. | Ed Bldg. Music Room, Contact: Laurel Wacyk  (Laurel@firstlutheranec.org)  
Adult/Teen Choir—Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. | Choir Room, Contact: Laurel Wacyk (Laurel@firstlutheranec.org)  
 

Join us! And keep singing!  - Wayne 

3 

Happy Anniversary - Midweek Worship Service 
January marks the one-year anniversary of our weekly Midweek Worship Service. Held on Wednesday evenings at 
7:00 p.m. (preceded by fellowship at 6:30 p.m.), this worship service is the result of the discernment of our Alterna-
tive Worship Service Task Force and provides an opportunity to gather for worship for those for whom Sunday 
doesn’t work, those seeking a respite from the stresses of the week, and those seeking a more relaxed worship at-
mosphere. 
 
As we head into our second year, you’re invited to join us on Wednesday evenings for worship, praise and to cele-
brate Holy Communion. During January and February, our scripture text comes chronologically from the Gospel of 
Matthew. On January 9, 16 and 23 Bishop Bill Gohl will be leading our Wednesday evening worship services. We 
look forward to welcoming you and all those whom God gathers on Wednesday evenings! 



LAUREN CARONNA  
Director of Children & Youth Ministries 

(Lauren@firstlutheranec.org) 

Blessings!  Lauren Caronna 

MAKE & SHARE - THANK YOU! 
Thank you to all who participated in this year’s Make & Share event! This year we made:   

95 Christmas card ornaments that will go to local nursing homes  
40 care kits for the St. Dysmas Community  
10 blankets for Project Linus: a non-profit organization that gives blankets to children in need  
10 baby care kits for Lutheran World Relief  

 
SUPER BOWL SUNDAY SUB SALE - MONTH OF JANUARYUARY  
Order your subs for Super Bowl Sunday! Starting January 6, please look for the sub sale table in the narthex. You 
can choose from 5 different subs - including veggie! Sub pick-up will be on Sunday, February 3 in the Fellowship 
Center. All funds raised will go towards our summer 2019 youth mission trip to Wayne County, NY.  
 
CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY WEEKLY NEWSLETTER - ARE YOU ON THE LIST? 
Each week our Children & Youth Ministry Newsletter is emailed to families at First Lutheran. This newsletter con-
tains important information about upcoming events, meetings, fundraisers, etc. There is always so much going on in 
this congregation.  So, checking for and reading this newsletter is a great way to stay in the loop! If you already re-
ceiving it, please contact Lauren Caronna, Director of Children & Youth Ministries, at (lauren@firstlutheranec.org), 
so that she can add you!  

January 6, 13, 20 & 27  Super Bowl Sunday Sub Sale  

January 13  Youth Committee Meeting 12PM (Parlor)  

January 20  
Youth Group (Middle & High School Youth) 5-7PM (Youth 
Room) 

January 25-27 RoadTrip High School Synod Retreat (Ocean City, MD) 
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PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENTS BEGINS IN JANUARY 

First Lutheran Preschool begins accepting enrollment for the 2019-20 
school year in January! Church members and current families receive pri-
ority enrollment from January 2-18. To show our appreciation for enrolling 
early, we are offering a $25 discount off of the $160 non-refundable regis-
tration fee through January 18. Classes are offered for children ages 2.5 
years old through 4 years old. Please see our website (www.firstlutheranpreschoolec.com) for more information or 
call Jenny James, Director of Preschool, at (410) 465-5977. 

FIRST LUTHERAN APP UPDATE 

The new First Lutheran App platform will be officially launched in January (mid-month). 
We are currently adding the finishing touches to make it an even more powerful tool of 
engagement. 

We apologize for the delay.  The transfer to the new platform has taken slightly longer 
than as expected primarily due to more involvement required of the staff than originally 
expected.  However, we are excited about the upcoming release and continue to feel that 
it will set our digital community up for better engagement.  

Churchwide communications will be released when it’s finished with a brief update of 
what’s new, the same and different.  All of our end-users (hopefully, that's you!) will re-
ceive this update to the new version automatically.  If you don’t already have the app, 
then that would be the perfect time to install it on your Android or Apple mobile device. 

Thanks again for your patience during this time of transition.  
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CHRISTMAS TEA 
On December 1, forty-six women enjoyed the WELCA Christmas Tea hosted by the Rebecca Circle which is co-led by 
Sue Davis and Debbie Row.  Each table was beautifully decorated with Christmas centerpieces provided by Joan 
Burns, Sue Davis, Sandy Funke, Betty Karabanoff, Debbie Row, Diane Schwarzman, and Barbara Ugiansky.  
Over sips of tea and bites of sandwiches and dessert goodies, we gathered together to enjoy our friendships.  We 
were treated to an outstanding performance by The Madrigal Singers from the Glenelg High School under the direction 
of Ms. Natalie Cardillo.  Twenty students sang Christmas songs while dressed in their Renaissance period costumes 
of gowns or breeches/capes.  The Christmas Tea was a huge success and a lot of fun.  It was a great start to kick-off 
the Christmas Season with our First Lutheran sisters-in-Christ. (See photo below - bottom left) 
 
GRASSROOTS 2018 HOLIDAY WISH LIST 
For our December service project, we collected items from the Grassroots 2018 Holiday Wish List.  Grassroots uses 
the donations to provide Christmas gifts to current and former shelter residents and their families.  Thank you for the 
love and caring of others which was expressed with your contributions of gifts cards, toys and clothing. WELCA would 
like to thank the congregation for the generous contributions which filled one of the wooden bins in the narthex.  
Thanks be to God! (See photos below - bottom middle & right) 
 
SEWING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Do you have a sewing machine?  WELCA is looking for volunteers in January and February to help sew 40 simple 
back-packs for the Lutheran World Relief school supply kits.  The school kits will be assembled in March.  However, 
we can start making the back-packs now.  If you can help with a sewing machine, please pick up the pre-cut fabric and 
sewing instructions located by the front door of the church office.   
 
MEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN - FIGHTING WORLD HUNGER  
We promised additional events in the 2019 WELCA program year and the next one 
is scheduled for Saturday, January 12 at 11:30 am in the Fellowship Center.  This 
will be a fun time together while raising funds for ELCA World Hunger.  All women 
are invited to bring a dish to share at a potluck lunch.  After lunch, we will meet the 
First Lutheran men of 2019 who are fighting World Hunger.  Come see the twelve 
First Lutheran men who are representing the twelve months of 2019 - such as Jan-
uary's New Year's baby, July's Uncle Sam, or December's Santa Claus?  Bring lots 
of cash bills with you to show your support to each of the twelve men collecting 
funds to fight world hunger.  Copies of the 2019 calendar will be available after the 
event for $5 with all money going to World Hunger.  You will not want to miss this 
good, clean, fun event and the sharing of a few laughs; all while raising money for a 
great cause. 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
Several potential future events include the following:  making jewelry with Susan Garde in February, baking cookies in 
March for seafarers who dock at the Baltimore port, and save the date for the Annual Women's Retreat on March 30.  
If you are interested in helping with any of these ideas or have an idea, please contact Diane Schwarzman at (steve-
doce@comcast.net) or (410) 480-9711.  Let's discover how we can help all women grow deeper relationships with 
God.  

Future Events continued on next page. 

 

WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN (WELCA) 
Diane Schwarzman, President  

(stevedoce@comcast.net)  
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FUTURE EVENTS - continued 
 

Women's Retreat at the Shrine of St. Anthony, Ellicott City - "Exile, Persecution, 
Empire: Three Stories of Faith in the Midst of Suffering" - March 30, 2019  

Do you sometimes think that our world today is CRAZY?  Let's get together and study 
what the bible reveals about three different stories where faith helped in the suffer-
ing.  Part 1 - the response of the Israelites/Jews to the exile, an event that turned their 
world upside down and caused them to rethink everything they thought they knew about 
God and the way the world works.  Part 2 - Paul's ministry in the face of opposition, and 
some of the words that he gives us about persecution, faithfulness, and persever-
ance.  Part 3 - a historical reading (rather than a futuristic reading) of the book of Reve-
lation reveals how persecuted first century Christian communities dealt with oppression 
at the hands of a mighty empire.   

All women are invited to signup for registration starting mid-February.  Come and learn how others have used 
their faith to survive difficult times and know that we can have hope for the future in our world. 

REMINDER - The WELCA Board meets on Monday, January 21 at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor. 

 

WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN (WELCA) 
Diane Schwarzman, President  

(stevedoce@comcast.net)  

FIRST LUTHERAN UPCOMING EVENTS 
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CHRISTMAS BASKETS PROJECT | DECEMBER 22  
We’re doing it again!  Delivering 144 Christmas food baskets to families in our community experiencing hard-
ship and provide financial support for the Pangani Lutheran Children’s Centre that is.  Volunteers for packing, 
loading and delivering will be needed on Saturday, December 22.  
 
WORSHIP SERVICE UPDATES  
 There will be only one service next Sunday, December 30 at 9:30 a.m. for worship and the Celebration of 

Pastor Gigie’s Ministry.  
 The church office will close early on December 24 at 12PM and all day on December 25 in observance of 

Christmas.  
 The church office will be closed again on December 31 and January 1 in observance of New Year's Day.  
 

In the event of an emergency needing pastoral coverage, please call the emergency line number (410) 465-
6779 which will put you in touch with the pastor on call. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP & CELEBRATION OF PASTOR GIGIE’S MINISTRY | DECEMBER 30 
You are invited! Sunday, December 30 at 9:30 a.m.  Join us for worship and reception to celebrate Pastor Gi-
gie’s Ministry at First Lutheran immediately following the service. Note: There will only be one service on 
this day.  Also, if you haven’t submitted your personal message/photo for inclusion in Pastor Gigie’s Memory 
Book, there may still be time.  Check with Cheryl Mason in person or by e-mail (cherylmsmason@gmail.com).  
 
THREE KINGS DAY CELEBRATION AT EPIPHANY LUTHERAN | JANUARY 6 
Celebrate Three Kings Day, The Last of the Twelve Days of Christmas with Epiphany Lutheran God is Love 
Church, 4310 Raspe Avenue, Baltimore, MD on Sunday, January 6.  Candlelight Worship Celebration at 4:00 
p.m. Festive Three King’s Dinner at 5:30 p.m.  To make dinner reservations call (410) 485-7654. Dinner cost 
$12/person; children 12 and under are free.   
 
MARTHA CIRCLE MEETING | JANUARY 8 
Martha Circle will meet on January 8, at 10 a.m.  A program entitled "Being Aware of God in your Life" will be 
presented by Karen McDonald.  Refreshments by Joan Burns.  Contact Joan Burns (410-465-1139) or An-
na Marie Howser (410-290-1040).  Meetings are held in the Youth Room and all women of the church are 
invited.    
 
A SPECIAL FAMILY FUN NIGHT FILM EVENT! - INCREDIBLES 2 | JANUARY 11 
Everyone’s favorite family of superheroes is back in INCREDIBLES 2 - but this time Helen is in the spotlight, 
leaving Bob at home with Violet and Dash to navigate the day-to-day heroics of “normal” life.  It’s a tough tran-
sition for everyone, made tougher by the fact that the family is still unaware of baby Jack-Jack’s emerging su-
perpowers.  When a new villain hatches a brilliant and dangerous plot, the family and Frozone must find a way 
to work together again-which is easier said than done, even when they’re all incredible. So, mark your calen-
dar to join us Friday, January 11, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Center. Light refreshments. Bistro-style. 
Closed-captions. It’s not just for the little ones and their parents - but the entire family, including neighbors, 
friends and the community.  
 
2019 MEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN - FIGHTING WORLD HUNGER (WELCA) | JANUARY 12 
All women are invited for the Men of First Lutheran - Fighting World Hunger event and potluck lunch on Satur-
day, January 12 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Center.  This will be a fun time together while raising funds for 
World Hunger.  Following lunch, WELCA and friends will meet the First Lutheran men of 2019 fighting World 
Hunger.  So, please show your support by bringing friends, a dish to share and lots of cash bills for each of the 
twelve men raising funds to fight world hunger.  Copies of the 2019 calendar will be available after the event 
for $5 with all money going to World Hunger.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 



Faith and Film Series | 2019 Winter-Spring  

A series of feature films celebrating faith in our lives. 

The Faith and Film series is about celebrating life and inspiring each of us through the power of story.  
Since the advent of the movies, there have been countless stories that have reached in and touched the 
soul.  Consider the power of story to move you along in your journey.  Consider the power of story to re-
mind each of us of the importance of faith, hope and love.  Consider the potential for the world to be a bet-
ter place.  And consider the possibility that films change people and people change the world.   

 

Free. Open to the community. Light refreshments served. Bistro-style. Closed captions.  

 

THE GOOD LIE                            

Friday, February 15, 2018 | 7:00 PM 

Academy Award-winner, Reese Witherspoon, stars in this recent film 
about the journey “The Lost Boys,” who were orphaned by the Civil 
war in Sudan, and the journey they made of over a thousand miles 
on foot in search of safety and freedom.  Released in 2014.                   
Rated:  PG-13 – 1hr 52 mins   

     

GREEN BOOK                                                     

Friday, March 15, 2018 | 7:00 PM 

 
Join us as we take a surprisingly smooth ride with Tony Lip, a bounc-
er from the Bronx after he’s hired to drive Dr. Don Shirley, a world-class Black pia-
nist, on a concert tour from Manhattan to the Deep South, as they rely on “The 
Green Book” to guide them to the few establishments that were then safe for Afri-
can Americans.  This film, still playing in theaters, is already on many Top Ten 
Best Films of 2018 lists. 

Released in 2018.  Rated: PG-13 - 2 hr. 10 mins 

 
 
THE PASSION                    

Friday, April 12, 2018 | 7:00 PM 

 
Tyler Perry narrates a musical portrait of the 
last days of Jesus Christ, from the Last Supper 
to the Resurrection, which plays out on the 
streets of New Orleans through Bible passages 
and contemporary pop songs.  Released in 
2016.    Rated:  PG – 2 hrs.    
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Welcoming, Growing, Sharing in God’s Grace 
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GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. THIS MONTH & YEAR-ROUND 

DeDining Women’s is hosting a Dining for Dollars Fundraiser at Glory Days Grill for Project PLASE, Inc. Janu-
ary 13-19.  Here’s how you can participate: 

 Enjoy a good meal (food and beverage) at Glory Days Grill (Ellicott City) anytime during January 13 - 19. 
(Please don’t use coupons.) 

 DeDining Women will be there on Tuesday, January 15 at 6:00 p.m. Consider joining them! 

 Tell your family, friends, neighbors - EVERYONE to also dine there and give you their receipts.  

 Save all collected ORIGINAL itemized guest checks (not credit card receipts). 

 Drop off your original receipt(s) in the collection box in the narthex, or hand-deliver or mail (not e-mail) them 
to Nancy Louia (mklpka@yahoo.com) by Sunday, January 20.  

Glory Days Grill will donate 10% of the food and beverages purchased on our collected checks. So, the 10% do-
nation total is generated by DeDining Women and First Lutheran’s fundraising efforts. Since, there is no limit on 
how much we can earn, and it’s totally acceptable for anybody to dine at Glory Days Grill and forward the guest 
checks to us - let’s get the word out!  

Thanks in advance in supporting DeDining Women’s effort to share and show God’s love with the men and wom-
en of Project PLASE, Inc.  For more Dining for Dollars Rules go to (https://www.glorydaysgrill.com/community/
fundraising/?). 

 

BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK 

Stevens Forest Elementary School (6045 Stevens Forest Rd, Columbia, MD 21045) is 
looking forward to working together with First Lutheran Church to collect non-
perishable food items for our Blessings in a Backpack program. The program provides 
students in need with a bag of nine non-perishable food items on Fridays to bring 
home for the weekend.  
 

These non-perishable bags of food are placed inside each student’s backpack in a 
discreet and caring manner each Friday. These bags provide each student with food 
items that supplement their supply of food at home over the weekend. Our students 
and their families are very grateful for these bags of food and any contributions the 
members of First Lutheran can provide will be greatly appreciated. 

A collection box for Blessings in a Backpack donations can be found in the church 
lobby/narthex. Please show your support by joining us to help feed our local school 
students and their families.  Thank you and God bless! 

BREAKFAST ENTRÉE HEALTHY SNACKS 

Breakfast Bars Soups Fresh Fruit 

Oatmeal Canned Meats Canned Fruit 

Cereal Bowls (single serving) Ravioli type products Baked Crackers 

Grits Slim Jim’s Raisins 

Granola Bars Mac & Cheese (add water) Dried Fruit 

Fruit & Grain Bars Dried Mashed Potatoes (add water) Crackers with Cheese 

 Rice Ready to Serve Packets 100% Juice 

 Canned Beans 100% Juice Snacks 

 Canned Vegetables Pudding (2% Milk) 

 Ramen Noodles Shelf-stable Cheese or Milk 

 Non-Peanut Spread (Sunbutter, Wow Butter) Applesauce 

SUGGESTED NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS 
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GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. THIS MONTH & YEAR-ROUND - continued 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 
One of our neighborhood partners, Dunloggin Middle School, is collecting box tops from General Mills prod-
ucts.  Your clipped Box Tops are worth $.10 each and serve as a critical source of fundraising for DMS enrich-
ment programs and social events.  Box tops can be dropped off in the specially marked collection box on our 
information table in the narthex.   
 
RECYCLING FOR PROJECT PLASE INC.  
We are still collecting used clothing and textiles (in plastic bags) in the blue bin located at the church’s lower 
parking lot.  As a reminder, these donations are used to provide clothing or in processing for other use across 
the world. Your stuffed animals, pillows, bedding, purses, belts and other textiles are acceptable. Refer to the 
bin or go to (http://www.mac-recycling.com/faq.html#6) for a complete list of acceptable and non-acceptable 
items.  
 
WANDS FOR WILDLIFE 
The Creation Care Ministry is also collecting used (cleaned) mascara wand for Wands for Wildlife (https://
www.appalachianwild.org/wands-for-wildlife.html). Visit the Information Board in the narthex for details of con-
tact Cathy Rice (cprpenpal@gmail.com)  or Susan Garde (susangarde09@comcast.net). 

Our Mission:  GROWING….IN GOD’S GRACE 

The second part of our mission statement “Welcoming, Growing and Sharing in God’s Grace” is about Growing 
in God’s Grace.  We believe that Growing in God’s Grace means we are called to intentionally nurture the faith 
God has given us.   

We know that God’s gift of faith grows through regular Worship, by reading and hearing the Word and by experi-
encing Holy Communion.  FLC also offers a variety of faith formation ministries through which we can explore 
Christian theology appropriate for different ages and different stages of faith development.  Many of us also have 
experienced a deepening of faith through Bible Study and small-group discussions.  Very often, it is in personal 
life experiences that we see God’s Love, feel God’s presence or have a “Holy Spirit moment”. 

Personal faith journeys are as varied as the people on the earth.  God gives the gift of faith in many forms, just 
as each of us has been gifted with many different talents. It is up to us to nurture these gifts and be open to the 
blessings that come from growing in God’s Grace.  As we read in Ephesians 4:11-16 (NRSV): 

The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors 
and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us 
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the 
full stature of Christ. 

We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people's 
trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in eve-
ry way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by eve-
ry ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body's growth in 
building itself up in love. 

One way to intentionally mature in our faith is to understand what types of faith experiences are the most person-
ally meaningful.  The LEAD team recently assessed our personal spiritual types using a survey that matches 
sources of spiritual energy with spiritual practices.  We discovered that some of us are inspired by taking action, 
some by intellectual pursuits, others by music and prayer.  We invite you to contact any LEAD team member 
about how to take this next step in your faith journey. Perhaps you will discover a new source of faith that will 
allow you to dig deeper into your relationship with God and God’s people! 

 

 

Pastor Mike     Pastor Gigie     Joanna Casto     George Conklin     Cathy Rice     Jay Zumbrun 
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ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

January marks the final opportunity for us to participate in the ELCA’s Always Being Made 
New campaign. During this month, all contributions will be sent to our synod as undesignated 
offerings that can be used “where needed” to further the work of God’s church. 

The ELCA’s multi-year Always Being Made New campaign has been a gift as it provided us 
an opportunity to give towards God’s work in four areas: 

As disciples of the Risen Jesus, we have responded generously throughout the entire campaign, surpassing our 
initial goal of providing $75,000 in financial support to God’s work in the world.  Thank you to all who participated! 

You can participate in this final month of the campaign by making your contribution with your regular offering, using 
the special envelope included in your envelope packet, or through our on-line giving platform. To use this service, 
you can access the give option off our website, use the give option on our app (for mobile devices) or simply text 
“firstlutheranec” to 77977. You’ll receive a link to our giving app and can make your designated offering by selecting 
the ELCA Campaign option.* (Refer to About First Lutheran for rates and data charges that may apply. ) 

PARISH REGISTER 

HOLY BAPTISMS 

Natalie Susan Rye 
November 18, 2018 10:30 a.m. 
Born November, 18, 2004  
Parents: Michael & Stefanie Rye 
 

Logan Michael Rye 
November 18, 2018 10:30 a.m. 
Born December 8, 2015  
Parents: Michael & Stefanie Rye 
 

Riley John Gladhill 
December 2, 2018 10:30 a.m. 
Born August 20, 2018  
Parents: William & Samantha Gladhill 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUNDS 

The following gifts were given to: 
 
Youth Fund: 

  In memory of Bruce Schmickley  
         by: Annette Hackner 
 

 In honor of Riche Funke 
        by: Paul & Evelyn Combs 
 
Preschool Scholarship Fund: 

 In honor of Stella Ludwig 
       by:  Diane & Glenn Severn 
 

As of November 30, 2018 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS  
MEMORIAL GIFT FUNDS 

 
Ken Danker - In memory of their parents Jan Danker 

& Joe Geehan 

 Tom & Carol Brzezinski - In honor of their grandchil-
dren, James & Amy Marquart and of their daughters 
Sarah Brzezinski & Kelly Marquart. 

 Jenny & Joe Gannon - In honor of their parents Tom 
Seim & Vicky Gannon 

 John & Debbie Hardesty - In memory of their moth-
ers  

Gene & Claudia Oaksmith - In memory of our grand-
son, Tyler Brousseau 

Anne Nix- In memory of Larry Nix 

Kathie White - In memory of loved ones. In honor of 
her children & grandchildren  

Sherri Carky - In memory of her mother, Alene C. 
Witzke 

Evelyn & Paul Combs - In memory of their parents 
Rev. Arthur & Corrine Combs and Serine Milles 

Annette Hackner - In memory of Bruce G. Schmick-
ley 

Robert & Marcene Huebner - In loving memory of 
their son Dan 

Keith Hauk - In honor of Diane Hauk & Barbara 
Bergguist's father, Robert Lavin, Sr. 

 
As of December 10, 2018 

Congregations Leadership 

~New Congregations 
~Renewing Congregations 
~Disability Ministries 

~ELCA Fund for Leaders 
~Young Adult Ministries 
~Global Church 

Global Ministries 

~International Women Leaders 
~Young Adults in Global Mis-
sions 

~Long-term Missionaries 

Hunger & Poverty 

~ELCA World Hunger 
~ELCA Malaria Cam-
paign 
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NEW CHANGES TO COFFEE HOUR SPONSORSHIPS IN 2019  
 
We are changing the sign-up procedure to help sponsor Coffee Hour Fellowship next year (2019) in the hopes of 
making the process easier for everyone.  In late fall of this year, concerns were brought to the Council Executive 
Committee that described repeated difficulties for some committees, especially the smaller committees, to ade-
quately cover the setup, cleanup, and food preparation tasks when sponsoring coffee hour.   
 
To create a larger pool of potential volunteers, we are going to have ministries (instead of committees) sponsor 
coffee hour starting with the first Sunday in 2019 (January 6).  At First Lutheran, each of the individual commit-
tees are assigned to one of five ministries including worship, learning, outreach, support and administrative with 
council members assigned as liaisons.  The five ministries are as follows: 

I.  Worship Ministry (led by Jim Andersen and Ray Facto) includes worship & music, altar guild, Jubilate Bell 
Choir, First Lutheran Choir, children's choir, audio visual, seasonal decorating, worship planning, worship assis-
tants - head usher, greeter, usher, reader, assisting minister, Eucharistic Ministry, communion assistant, healing 
prayers, acolytes, children's story time, communion bread pickup, worship soloist (vocal or instrumental). 

II.  Learning Ministry (led by Bill Harkins, Bill Moser, and Diane Schwarzman) includes children's ministry, 
faith finders, vacation bible school, youth ministry, adult chaperones, affirmation of baptism, Herbert M. Payne 
scholarship, adult education, small group bible study, men's bible study, growing in faith together (GIFT), and 
women of the ELCA (WELCA). 

III.  Outreach Ministry (led by Kathi White, Sally Seen, Bill Moser, Malia Schlichting, and Bella Yahuma) 
includes social ministry, Christmas baskets, angel tree, women's and children's place, Grassroots day resource 
center, baby blankets, preschool, Glenn & Stella Ludwig scholarship, Boy Scout troop #318, Salvation Army 
thrift shop, Frederick Rd cleanup, Meals on Wheels, sewing circle, senior ministry, nursing home visitation, 
Augsburg Lutheran National Home, Lutheran Social Services of MD, Lutheran disaster response, and caring for 
God's creation. 

IV.  Support Ministry (led by Genny Hardesty, Susan Garde, and Glenn Severn) includes fellowship, faith & 
film, personnel, stewardship, Stephen ministry, divorce care and DC4K, grief support, De-Dining women, meal 
train, funeral reception, health, prayer shawl, prayer, and LEAD. 

V.  Administrative Ministry (led by Diane Schwarzman, Susan Garde, and Robert Sanders) includes fi-
nance, audit, endowment, tellers, memorial gifts, office volunteers, property, organization & structure, and Synod 
Assembly. 

Lori Teitelbaum in the church office has assigned coffee hour sponsorship in the Worship Assistants Signup 
Genius form to rotate the 5 ministries among the 52 weeks in 2019.  We'll start with Worship Ministry taking the 
first Sunday in January, followed by Learning Ministry the second Sunday, followed by Outreach Ministry the 
third Sunday, etc.  As there are 52 weeks in the year and 5 ministries, each ministry will sponsor coffee hour 
every fifth Sunday for a total of 10 times a year. 
 

To adequately cover coffee hour sponsorship, it is suggested to have two (2) volunteers for setup beginning at 
7:00 a.m., two (2) volunteers for cleanup after the second service approximately 12:00 noon, and 8 volunteers 
for bringing food. 
 

The council liaisons will ultimately be responsible to ensure that enough volunteers are available each week by 
working with their individual committee chairs.  You can be helpful by checking the Signup Genius to see which 
week your ministry is sponsoring and then contacting your committee leader with a date and volunteer position 
that you would like to do.  Then the committee leader can inform their council liaison who is ultimately responsi-
ble to have enough volunteers. 
 

We hope that these changes will make it easier for everyone to participate in the coffee hour sponsorship.  Cof-
fee hour fellowship has become quite popular at First Lutheran and is a great opportunity to get to know others 
on Sunday mornings.  For any questions, please contact Steve Schwarzman, Fellowship Committee Chair, at 
(sschwarzman8964@gmail.com).   



13 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL UPDATE 
Susan Garde, Council Secretary 

BELOVED COMMUNITY - MULTICULTURAL CONGREGATION (BCMC)  
A Mission Partner 
 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, First Lutheran Church as a congregation has been engaged in 
the re-visioning process, which identifies that it is vital for First Lutheran to be an open 
and welcoming congregation, seeking to become a faith community that reflects its 
neighborhood and is diverse and multicultural. First Lutheran’s Partnership with Beloved 
Community is an intentional step towards a goal of becoming an inclusive and a welcom-
ing congregation. 
  
Beloved Community, a multicultural mission initiative is primarily supported by DE-MD 
synod and ELCA, while First Lutheran serving as a host congregation.  
 

Joining Beloved Community gatherings is not an obligation for First Lutheran, but an opportunity to engage and 
connect with people of different cultures. For instance, Beloved Community Annual Christmas Celebration of-
fered not only multicultural experiences, but also cross-cultural experiences. One of the scripture texts was read 
in Russian, by English speaking Anglo-American member. Similarly, memories of living in India as child, and 
how they celebrated Christmas was shared by a son of a missionary, also Anglo-American who sang a classical 
Tamil song. Beloved Community offers opportunities to mingle with one another and build together an authenti-
cally beloved community.  

Submitted by: Rev. Surekha Nelavala, PhD, Pastor, GPLF & HCL and the Beloved Community Visioning Team.  If you would like to 
learn more about Beloved Community, be involved or participate, please reach out to Pastor Surekha Nelavala at 
(surekhanel@gmail.com) or check out Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/groups/740767842786599) 

 
The Council met on December 19, following Advent Worship. In addition to the review 
of written reports from all ministries, other business included: 
 

 The Council welcomed Bishop Gohl to the meeting. The Bishop presented an 
eligible candidate for the council to consider for a Two-Year Term Call.  The can-
didate would serve as an assistant to the senior pastor for a period of two years, 
after which the council along with the LEAD team will discern next steps for opti-
mal staffing of FELC.  A “vetting” committee has been chosen from within council 
to do an initial interview with the candidate in early January. 

 
 Council approved $5,000 of distributable assets from the Endowment Fund to be 

directed to Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (IRS). 
 
 Approval of a $4,400 expenditure for tree cutting/trimming and annual tree 

maintenance.     
 
 The Facilities Use Committee (Diane Schwarzman, Robert Sanders, Lori Teitelbaum and 

Susan Garde) presented for approval. revisions to the Facilities Use Policy and Facilities Use 
Agreement along with supporting documents.  Revisions were approved. 

 
 Pastor Sijera-Grant acknowledged her last council meeting with kind words for her tenure at 

FELC. 
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A Note of Thanks 

 

Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ, 

Thank you for all the many prayers, phone 
calls, visits and cards before and after my 
recent spinal surgery. I am recovering well 
and ask that you keep me in your prayers 
during the days and weeks ahead. I look 
forward to returning to church and involve-
ment in the many ministries of First Luther-
an. God bless all of you. 

Karen McDonald 

Thank you to all who participated in the Heaven's Kitchen Baked Goods & Silent Auction.  With your help, we 
raised $2100 for the Rev. Glenn & Stella Ludwig Preschool Scholarship Fund.  Over the course of 10 years, 
your generosity has made it possible for twenty-two children from families in need to attend our school.  Your 
investment in the fund and ultimately in the families it serves is greatly appreciated. 

First Lutheran Preschool 
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A Note of Thanks 

Some members of our Sewing Circle ministry saw 
the following post on the Lutheran World Relief 
(LWR) Quilters Facebook page in September. 

 

This was the evening of August 31 in Glen Rock, 
Pa. Unfortunately, this happened on July 25 as 
well. Our sewing group works in the basement of 
this church - Zion. We lost about 2/3 of our fabric 
supply and storage and notions. About 1/2 of our 
machines are down at the moment. The good 
news is that the space is already cleaned up. We 
will return, as we did in 2011, because we are 
blessed with hard workers and many people who 
donate fabric and supplies. Please keep us in your 
prayers as we move forward in this ministry. The 
Zion group has been sewing quilts for over 40 
years and just delivered the 40,000th to New 
Windsor in May. 

 

After discussing what our sewing circle at First Lu-
theran could do to help, we decided to give some 
of our fabric to the Zion Lutheran Church in Glen 
Rock, PA.  At our October meeting, we gathered 
192 squares of fabric from our fabric supply.  This 
is enough fabric to make four tops for the LWR 
quilts.  Then in early November, Diane Schwarz-
man of our sewing circle delivered the fabric to Zi-
on church.  Interestingly, Diane attended kindergar-
ten at Zion Lutheran Church. 

See the Thank You card on the next page. 
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A Note of Thanks 
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A Note of Thanks 

Pastor Gigie,  

For 16 years of faithful service and dedication to your ministry among us here at 
First Lutheran, the synod, community and beyond. We are forever grateful for your 
obedience and commitment to accepting God’s call to serve at First. 

You will forever be in our prayers, memories and hearts! 

Wishing you God’s continued blessing, wisdom and protection  
as you “move forward” in your new ministry and life endeavors! 
 

First Lutheran Staff, Fellow Disciples  & Friends 
 



 

IN CASE YOU DIDN’T KNOW OR FORGOT... 
 
PHOTO USE EXCLUSION FORMS 
Members who prefer not to have their personal and/or family photos 
taken at church and/or church related events/activities used in com-
munications outside of FELC (social media, etc.) can let us know by 
completing the Photo Use Exclusion Form found in the weekly e-
letters under QUICK LINKS. 
 
SUPPORT GROUPS 
First offers a place for the hurting to find help, healing and hope. Al 
Anon/AA, AA, DBSA Depression & Bipolar Support, DivorceCare/
Divorce Care for Kids (DC4K) and Grief Support are all open to the 
congregation and community.  For meeting days/times, refer to the 
Support Groups at First (flyer) in the weekly e-letter under QUICK 
LINKS.  

FIRST ON VIMEO  
Want to look at a video that you saw on Facebook/Twitter or the e-newsletter again, check Vimeo. And be sure to 
share with others some of the fun and exciting times we have serving together and for God’s glory. Vimeo 
(https://vimeo.com/user73508597). 
 

FIRST LUTHERAN APP (UNDER RECONSTRUCTION) 
On the App (“First Lutheran-Ellicott City”) you can also submit Prayer Requests, access Facebook, Sermons and 
Announcements, receive Push Notifications for special events, reminders and important church updates and 
more.  It’s easy and free to download.    
 

ADDITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES  
Midweek Worship and Beloved Community are additional opportunities to gather with fellow disciples for worship 
and fellowship, in addition to the two services on Sunday. Midweek services are held each Wednesday starting 
at 6:30 PM. Beloved Community gathers monthly on the 1st Saturday starting at 5:00 PM. We invite everyone to 
come. And come as you are!  
 

USE OF CHURCH FACILITIES 
Did you know that you can request use of the church facilities for personal use such as baby showers and other 
special occasions such as parties, meetings and other events?  To make a request, contact Lori Teitelbaum, 
Ministry Support Specialist, at (410-465-2977 x7) or (lori@firstlutheranec.org) in the church office  to obtain and 
complete a Facilities Use Agreement for consideration by the approval review committee. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
To submit your requests for prayer, please complete the form in your bulletin or call the church office (410) 465-
2977).  We kindly ask that when requesting prayer for others to obtain their permission beforehand, include your 
name, and if possible, the nature of the prayer request. Prayer requests will be included in the congregation's 
prayers for two weeks, unless specified otherwise.  For more information about prayer requests, express interest 
in becoming a part of the First Lutheran Prayer Network or receiving the Intercessory Prayer List, please contact 
the church office at (410) 465-2977 or flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org).   
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS & SPONSORS ARE “VIPS” TO FIRST!  
Worship Assistants and Sponsors (flowers, bulletins and communion elements) are all “VIPS,” a very important 
part of worship—and needed year-round.  Therefore, please continue to check the Dedication Sign-up Calen-
dar on the bulletin board outside the church office workroom regularly for available dates for sponsorship oppor-
tunities. Complete the green dedication form on the board attached with your payment. Payments can be placed 
in the wooden mailbox on the bulletin board, offering plate or mailed to the office.  If you are interested, and able 
to serve as an assistant during worship services, please go to the Sign-up Genius (http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship) regularly for opportunities to use your God-given time 
and talents for His church and disciples.  We continuously give thanks for your generosity and continued support!  
 

MOVING OR RELOCATING? 
Moving out of the state? Retiring and looking for warmer temps? Closer to the grand-kids? Got a new job? Or 
any other plans to move out of the area? First of all, we’re going to miss you!  Just as you have been a blessing 
to this congregation and community, we’d love to bless you and your family with a hearty Farewell and Godspeed 
as you go forth and continue to be a blessing to others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, in your new 
home town. So, please be sure to contact the church office by phone or e-mail and let us know - before you go. 

For more About First Lutheran refer to the next page. 



Keep up with the latest news from 
 First Lutheran 

 

To receive church announcements and our weekly  
E-letters, use the ‘connect’ button on our new App, 
or go to First Lutheran Church’s website at  

www.firstlutheranec.org 
and look for the button 

 
 
 
Then fill in your name & e-mail address. 

 
It’s that easy! 

ABOUT FIRST LUTHERAN 

 
First Lutheran’s After Hours  
Emergency Phone Number 
    (evenings & weekends only) 

 
If you have a medical emergency, 

or death in the family  
and need to speak to the pastor immediately 

call: 
 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at: 

 

410-465-2977 

Like, Follow, Connect With Us 
 
 

 
  

@FirstLuthEllicottCity        @FLCofficeEC  

Stay connected on your mobile devices! 
 
Search and download  
“First Lutheran Ellicott City” 
on your mobile device’s App 
store. It’s FREE!  
 
Be sure to opt-in for push 
notifications, so that you 
don’t miss FELC updates. 
 
Connect, grow and share 
with us in all the amazing 
things God is doing here at 
First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.  

INTERESTED IN JOINING FIRST LUTHERAN? 

When Jesus called his first disci-
ples, he simply invited them, 
“Come and see.” 
 
Following Jesus’ example, we in-
vite anyone who would like to be-
come a member of the congrega-

tion to contact one of the pastors for a one-on-one 
orientation.  New members are received on the 
fourth Sunday of every month.  
 
You are welcome to grow, and share in God’s grace 
with us! 

SIGN UP NOW 

 

Electronic Giving 
Did you know that even if you have to miss a ser-

vice, you don’t have to miss an 
opportunity to give?  There are 
several easy and convenient 
ways to consistently give. 
 

1. Website - Select the  “GIVE” tab  
2. Text “firstlutheranec” to 77977 from any mobile 

device* 
 
Establishing an on-line giving profile also allows you 
to make offerings to a variety of designations.  Offer-
ings can be made from a checking account, debit 
card or credit card over a safe, encrypted connec-
tion.  
 

Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Condi-
tions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit 
https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.  

Pastors Mike and Gigie most recent Sunday ser-
mons can be also be listened to on the FELC App, 
Facebook page and  website.  We welcome you to 
“share” them with family & friends for listening and to 
encourage them to come and listen “in person.”  



Photography compliments of Steve DeWitt.

Reverend Mike Louia, Sr. Pastor
prmike@firstlutheranec.org

Reverend Gigie Sijera-Grant, Pastor
ggrant@firstlutheranec.org

Jenny James, Director of Preschool
jjames@firstlutheranec.org

Lauren Caronna, Dir. of Children & Youth Ministry
lauren@firstlutheranec.org

Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music
wayne@firstlutheranec.org

Renee Kalu, Director of Communications
renee@firstlutheranec.org

Laurel Wacyk, Assistant Director of Music
laurel@firstlutheranec.org

Phyllis Lott, Ministry Support Specialist II
phyllis@firstlutheranec.org

Lori Teitelbaum, Ministry Support Specialist
lori@firstlutheranec.org
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 ^ĂůůǇ�^ĞĞŶ�;WƌĞƐĐŚŽŽů�>ŝĂŝƐŽŶͿΎ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-ϵϭϲϬ ƐĂůůǇƐĞĞŶΛǀĞƌŝǌŽŶ͘ŶĞƚ� 
 <ĂƚŚŝ�tŚŝƚĞΎ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-ϳϯϴϰ ǁŚŝƚĞϮϴϱϬΛĐŽŵĐĂƐƚ͘ŶĞƚ 
 DĂůŝĂ�^ĐŚůŝĐŚƟŶŐΎ ϰϭϬ-Ϯϱϵ-ϴϰϰϲ ŵĂůŝĂͺƐĐŚůŝĐŚƟŶŐΛǇĂŚŽŽ͘ĐŽŵ 
��������^ŽĐŝĂů�DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ dĞƌƌǇ�<ĂǇ ϰϭϬ-ϳϱϬ-ϵϯϳϮ dĞƌƌĞŶĐĞ͘ŬĂǇΛǀĞƌŝǌŽŶ͘ŶĞƚ 
��������tŽŵĞŶ�ͬ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�WůĂĐĞ 'Ăŝů�dĂďĞůŝŶŐ ϰϭϬ-ϱϯϭ-ϯϵϯϴ ŐƚĂďĞůŝŶŐΛĂŽů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������'ƌĂƐƐƌŽŽƚƐ��ĂǇ��ĞŶƚĞƌ �ŝůů�,ĂƌŬŝŶƐ�;sŝĐĞ-WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚͿΎ ϰϭϬ-ϳϴϭ-ϰϲϱϴ ǁŵŚĂƌŬŝŶƐΛĐŽŵĐĂƐƚ͘ŶĞƚ 
���������ĂďǇ�'ŝŌ��ĂŐƐ :ĞŶŶĞ��ƵƌŶŚĂŵ ϰϰϯ-ϲϳϳ-ϯϲϳϭ ĨĞŶƌŝƐϭϵϱϰΛǇĂŚŽŽ͘ĐŽŵ 
��������^ĞǁŝŶŐ��ŝƌĐůĞ�;YƵŝůƚƐͿ �Ğď�,ĂƌĚĞƐƚǇ� ϰϭϬ-ϱϯϬ-ϵϳϳϮ ĚĞďƐƵŵŵĞƌĐƌĞƐƚΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������^ĞǁŝŶŐ��ŝƌĐůĞ�;YƵŝůƚƐͿ <ĂƌĞŶ��ĞǁŝƩ ϰϭϬ-ϳϱϬ-ϵϳϰϰ� ŬǇĚƐŚŽƉϭΛǀĞƌŝǌŽŶ͘ŶĞƚ 
���������ĂƌŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ��ƌĞĂƟŽŶ �ĂƚŚǇ�ZŝĐĞ ϰϭϬ-ϳϱϬ-ϵϲϯϭ ĐƉƌƉĞŶƉĂůΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
    
^hWWKZd�D/E/^dZz 'ůĞŶŶ�^ĞǀĞƌŶΎ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-Ϭϯϲϵ ŐƐĞǀĞƌŶΛĐŽŵĐĂƐƚ͘ŶĞƚ 
��������&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ ^ƚĞǀĞ�^ĐŚǁĂƌǌŵĂŶ ϰϭϬ-ϰϰϬ-ϲϲϮϰ ƐƐĐŚǁĂƌǌŵĂŶϴϵϲϰΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������WĞƌƐŽŶŶĞů 'ĞŶŶǇ�,ĂƌĚĞƐƚǇΎ ϰϭϬ-ϯϯϲ-ϮϰϮϲ ,ĂƌĚĞƐƚǇ'ĞŶŶǇΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������^ƚĞƉŚĞŶ�DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ �ŽůůĞĞŶ�&ŽǁůĞƌ ϰϭϬ-ϳϱϬ-Ϯϰϱϯ ĐŽůůĞĞŶĨŽǁůĞƌΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������WƌĂǇĞƌ�^ŚĂǁůƐ 'ŝŶŶǇ�&ĂŶ ϰϭϬ-ϳϱϬ-ϳϮϯϳ ĨĂŶĨĂŵŝůǇϴϴΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������^ƚĞǁĂƌĚƐŚŝƉ 'ĞŽƌŐĞ��ŽŶŬůŝŶ ϰϭϬ-ϳϱϬ-ϳϮϬϴ ĐŽŶŬŐĞŽΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������>��� :ĂǇ��ƵŵďƌƵŶ ϰϰϯ-ϳϰϱ-Ϭϳϯϳ ũǌƵŵďƌƵŶΛĐĐďĐŵĚ͘ĞĚƵ 
���������Ğ-�ŝŶŝŶŐ�tŽŵĞŶ EĂŶĐǇ�>ŽƵŝĂ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-Ϯϵϳϳ ůŽƵŝĂΛĐŽŵĐĂƐƚ͘ŶĞƚ 
��������    
��D/E/^dZ�d/s��D/E/^dZz ZŽďĞƌƚ�^ĂŶĚĞƌƐΎ ϰϭϬ-ϵϲϰ-ϱϭϴϭ ƌƐĂŶĚĞƌƐϰϮΛǀĞƌŝǌŽŶ͘ŶĞƚ 
 ^ƵƐĂŶ�'ĂƌĚĞ�;^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇͿΎ ϰϭϬ-ϱϰϵ-ϭϳϱϳ ƐƵƐĂŶŐĂƌĚĞϬϵΛĐŽŵĐĂƐƚ͘ŶĞƚ 
 tĂĚĞ�tƌĂǇ�;&ŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇͿΎ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-Ϯϵϳϳ ĮŶƐĞĐΛĮƌƐƚůƵƚŚĞƌĂŶĞĐ͘ŽƌŐ 
��������WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ ZŝĐŚ�&ƵŶŬĞ ϰϭϬ-ϵϵϮ-ϴϬϭϱ ƌŚĨƵŶŬĞΛĂŽů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������&ŝŶĂŶĐĞ DŝĐŚĞůůĞ�DŝůĞƐ�;dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌͿΎ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϭ-ϲϴϱϯ ƚƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌΛĮƌƐƚůƵƚŚĞƌĂŶĞĐ͘ŽƌŐ 
���������ŶĚŽǁŵĞŶƚ &ƌĂŶŬ�WĂůƵůŝƐ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-Ϯϵϳϳ ĨǁƉĂůƵůŝƐΛĐŽŵĐĂƐƚ͘ŶĞƚ 
��������DĞŵŽƌŝĂů�'ŝŌƐ 'Ăŝů�,ŝŬĞů ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϭ-ϲϮϵϲ ŽŶƚŚĞŐŽŐĂŝůΛŵƐŶ͘ĐŽŵ 



To volunteer for worship services, sign-up directly at (http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship), e-mail (FLCoffice@firstlutheranec.org) or call 
the church office at 410-465-2977 with your date(s) of choice.  Thank you for serving God’s church and His disciples in worship! 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS SCHEDULE

As 12/18/2018

A.M. January 6 January 13 January 20 January 27

Alter Guild ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐

Acolytes 8:00 ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐

10:30 Joel Omwa
Laura Aguilar
Samantha Baker

‐‐‐ ‐‐‐

Assisting Ministers 8:00 Jay Zumbrun Alan Lovell Alan Lovell Suzanne Brinkley

10:30 Genny Hardesty Lynn Ellen Anderson ‐‐‐ Genny Hardesty

Bread Pickup Friday ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐
Coffee Hour 8:00 Worship Ministry Learning Ministry Outreach Ministry Support Ministry

Communion Assistant 8:00 ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐

10:30 ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐
Greeters

8:00 Sue Sewell
Dorothy Griffin
Doris Anne Hauser

Irmgard Shifflett

Mary Segerson
‐‐‐

10:30 ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐
Jim McDonald
Karen McDonald

‐‐‐

Head Ushers 8:00 Ken Danker Glenn Severn Terry Kay Brooke Thielemann

10:30 Mike Anderson Jerry Kramer Greg Seen

Healing Prayers 8:00 Colleen Fowler Cheryl Mason Susan Garde Sue Sewell

10:30 Lynn Anderson Jan Ulrich Ken Buck Michele Psoras

Music 8:00 Church Choir Church Choir Church Choir

10:30 Church Choir Church Choir Church Choir

Readers 8:00 Matthew Scott ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ Sue Sewell

10:30 Lynn Ellen Anderson Suzanne Brinkley Jim McDonald Lynn Ellen Anderson

Ushers

8:00

Tom Witt
Bruce  Mattheiss
Mary Ann Mattheiss
Ray Facto

DeDe Severn

Jan Murphy

James Murphy

Linda Kay

Nancy Wiles
Dean Layman
Leslie Layman

10:30

Robert Sanders
Debbie Newell
John Newell

Sharon Kramer
Paul Isler
Grace Isler

Wayne Hoffman
Sally Seen
Paul Ulrich
Carol Brzezinski

‐‐‐



To volunteer for worship services, sign-up directly at (http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship), e-mail (FLCoffice@firstlutheranec.org) or call 
the church office at 410-465-2977 with your date(s) of choice.  Thank you for serving God’s church and His disciples in worship! 

As 12/18/18

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve
January 24
4 P.M.

January 24
6 P.M.

January 24
8 P.M.

January 24
10 P.M.

Acolytes ‐‐‐
Denis Facto
Michael Facto

‐‐‐ ‐‐‐

Assisting Ministers Tom Brzezinski Tom Brzezinski Genny Hardesty ‐‐‐

Greeters Ruby Gannon
Brandon Gannon

‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐

Communion Assistants ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐

Head Ushers Jerry Kramer Ray Facto ‐‐‐

Healing Prayers ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐

Music Jubilate Church Choir Church Choir

Readers Lynn Ellen Anderson ‐‐‐ Sue Sewell

Ushers
Luke Gannon ‐‐‐

Bill Harkins
Jim Andersen

Bill Harkins
Ray Facto

A Celebration of Pastor 
Gigie's Ministry

January 30
9:30 A.M.

Alter Guild Beth Harkins

Acolytes ‐‐‐

Assisting Minister Jan Marshall

Communion Assistant ‐‐‐

Greeters ‐‐‐
Head Ushers ‐‐‐

Healing Prayers Nancy Goldstein

Music Church Choir 
Jubilate

Readers Lynn Anderson

Ushers Carolyn Kulp
Nancy Wiles



FIRST LUTHERAN CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
9:30 AM Worship and Celebration of Pastor 
Gigie's Ministry  
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy  

31 
Office Closed  
Preschool Closed  

1 
New Year's Day  
Office Closed  
Preschool Closed  

2 
9:30 AM Preschool Chapel  
10:00 AM Beloved 
Community Visioning team 
meeting  
6:30 PM Girl Scouts 
Brownie Troop 987  
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship  
7:00 PM Worship Service  
8:00 PM AA  

3 
9:30 AM Preschool Chapel  
10:30 AM Bible Study at 
Miller's Grant  
6:30 PM Jubilate  
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  
7:00 PM Preschool Board  
7:00 PM Preschool Board 
Meeting  
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal  

4 
3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 
157  

5 
5:00 PM Beloved 
Community Fellowship  
5:30 PM Beloved 
Community Worship  

6 
Super Bowl Sub Sale  
8:00 AM Worship  
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening  
9:00 AM Children's Choir  
9:00 AM Refreshments  
9:15 AM Faith Finders  
9:15 AM Growing-Up in Faith Together 
(G.I.F.T.)  
9:15 AM Living in God's Story  
9:30 AM Affirmation of Baptism Classes  
10:30 AM Worship  
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy  
5:15 PM Brownie Troop 1018  

7 
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl  
1:00 PM Small Group Book 
Club  
7:00 PM Troop 318 
Committee  

8 
Messenger Articles Due  
10:00 AM Martha Circle  
10:00 AM Staff Meeting  
1:00 PM Small Group Bible 
Study  
1:00 PM Stewardship 
Meeting  
6:30 PM Pro Cantare 
Rehearsal  
7:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 
318  
7:00 PM DBSA / 
Depression & Bipolar 
Support  
7:00 PM Finance  
7:00 PM Stephen Ministry 
Training  

9 
9:30 AM Preschool Chapel  
10:30 AM Nursing Home 
Visit  
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship  
7:00 PM Worship Service  
8:00 PM AA  

10 
10:30 AM Bible Study at 
Miller's Grant  
6:30 PM Executive 
Committee  
6:30 PM Jubilate  
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  
7:00 PM St. John's 
Community Meeting  
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal  

11 
9:00 AM Council Reports 
Due  
3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 
670  
7:00 PM Faith & Film  

12 
8:30 AM DAR - Col. 
Thomas Dorsey Chapter  
9:00 AM HCCO Rehearsal 
(tentative)  
11:30 AM WELCA - 2019 
Calendar of Men  

13 
DeDining Women fundraiser, Glory Days in 
Ellicott City  
Super Bowl Sub Sale  
8:00 AM Worship  
9:00 AM Children's Choir  
9:00 AM Refreshments  
9:15 AM Faith Finders  
9:15 AM Growing-Up in Faith Together 
(G.I.F.T.)  
9:15 AM Living in God's Story  
9:30 AM Affirmation of Baptism Classes  
10:30 AM Worship  
12:00 PM Youth Committee  
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy  
7:00 PM Howard County Concert Orchestra 
(tentative)  

14 
DeDining Women 
fundraiser, Glory Days in 
Ellicott City  
9:30 AM Sewing Circle  
7:00 PM Property  
7:00 PM Stephen Min. 
Supervision  

15 
DeDining Women 
fundraiser, Glory Days in 
Ellicott City  
9:00 AM Rug Hookers  
10:00 AM Staff Meeting  
1:00 PM Small Group Bible 
Study  
6:30 PM Pro Cantare 
Rehearsal  
7:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 
318  
7:00 PM Stephen Ministry 
Training  

16 
DeDining Women 
fundraiser, Glory Days in 
Ellicott City  
9:30 AM Preschool Chapel  
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship  
7:00 PM Worship Service  
7:30 PM Congregation 
Council  
8:00 PM AA  

17 
DeDining Women 
fundraiser, Glory Days in 
Ellicott City  
10:30 AM Bible Study at 
Miller's Grant  
1:00 PM Rebecca Circle  
6:30 PM Jubilate  
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal  

18 
Boy Scout Camp-in 
(tentative)  
DeDining Women 
fundraiser, Glory Days in 
Ellicott City  
7:30 AM Men's Fellowship 
Breakfast  
3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 
157  

19 
Boy Scout Camp-in 
(tentative)  
DeDining Women 
fundraiser, Glory Days in 
Ellicott City  
4:30 PM Women and 
Children's Shelter  

20 
Super Bowl Sub Sale  
8:00 AM Worship  
9:00 AM Children's Choir  
9:00 AM Refreshments  
9:15 AM Faith Finders  

21 
Preschool closed  
10:00 AM WELCA Board 
Meeting  

22 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting  
1:00 PM Small Group Bible 
Study  
7:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 
318  

23 
9:30 AM Preschool Chapel  
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship  
7:00 PM Worship Service  
8:00 PM AA  

24 
10:30 AM Bible Study at 
Miller's Grant  
6:30 PM Jubilate  
6:30 PM Preschool PJ 
Night  
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  

25 
RoadTrip - synod high 
school retreat  
3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 
670  

26 
RoadTrip - synod high 
school retreat  



First Lutheran Calendar of Events, Meetings and Activities as of 12/18/18..
For changes/updates and/or details go to: (https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/73897365/list/month/2019-01-01)

FIRST LUTHERAN CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

20
Super Bowl Sub Sale 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Children's Choir 
9:00 AM Refreshments 
9:15 AM Faith Finders 
9:15 AM Growing-Up in 
Faith Together (G.I.F.T.) 
9:15 AM Living in God's 
Story 
9:30 AM Affirmation of 
Baptism Classes 
10:30 AM Worship 
1:30 PM Church of 
Heavenly Joy 
5:00 PM Youth Group 

21
Preschool closed 
10:00 AM WELCA Board 
Meeting 

22
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
1:00 PM Small Group Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 
318 
7:00 PM DBSA / 
Depression & Bipolar 
Support 
7:00 PM Stephen Ministry 
Training 

23
9:30 AM Preschool Chapel 
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship 
7:00 PM Worship Service 
8:00 PM AA 

24
10:30 AM Bible Study at 
Miller's Grant 
6:30 PM Jubilate 
6:30 PM Preschool PJ 
Night 
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA 
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 

25
RoadTrip - synod high 
school retreat 
3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 
670 

26
RoadTrip - synod high 
school retreat 

27
New Members Received 
RoadTrip - synod high 
school retreat 
Super Bowl Sub Sale 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Children's Choir 
9:00 AM Refreshments 
9:15 AM Faith Finders 
9:15 AM Growing-Uup in 
Faith Together (G.I.F.T.) 
9:15 AM Living in God's 
Story 
9:30 AM Affirmation of 
Baptism Classes 
10:30 AM Worship 
1:30 PM Church of 
Heavenly Joy 
5:15 PM Brownie Troop 
1018 

28 29
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
1:00 PM Small Group Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 
318 
7:00 PM Stephen Ministry 
Training 

30
9:30 AM Preschool Chapel 
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship 
7:00 PM Worship Service 
8:00 PM AA 

31
10:30 AM Bible Study at 
Miller's Grant 
6:30 PM Jubilate 
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA 
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 

1
3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 
157 

2
2:00 PM Super Bowl 
Sunday Sub Assembly 
5:00 PM Beloved 
Community Fellowship 
5:30 PM Beloved 
Community Worship 




